THE RIO GRANDE

LOWER CANYONS

2
~ BIG BEND ON THE TEXAS / MEXICO BORDER ~ )

2010 - Springtime in the Desert Canyons
MARCH 14 - 20 = MARCH 21 - 27 = MARCH 28 - APRIL 3

The legendary R10 GRANDE - an icon of the American Southwest - flows through some of the most
beautiful and remote desert canyons on the continent. Forming the long, wild Texas/Mexico border and
cutting through the intensely rugged Big Bend Country, the “Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande™ is truly
one of Americas Eremier wilderness river trips. Not fully surveyed in its entirery until very late in the nine-
teenth century, the Rio Grande is a stll regarded as one of the country’s last real frontiers.

For 28 years we have run what is known as THE LOWER CANYONS - the most isolated and spectacular
section of the Rio Grande. Flowing eastward our of Big Bend Narional Park, the river is first characterized
by massive buttes and peaks rising off the desert flats, which
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Essentially a mellow trip, placid water and easy current alternate with short, somewhar rechnical rapids
(mostly class [1), virrll:lﬁ}' all of which are runnable. ¥Whirtewater technique, especially solo paddling and
poling, has always been our specialcy. Given the proper coaching, most people can be raught to run
whitewater gracefully and skillfully within a few days” nme. We mun the river ar oprimum season —

lace March ::hr-u:ruHh April is “springrime” in the southwestern desert. Cacri are flowering and the climare is
perfect; faidy hot and dry, with an abundance of sunshine, no hllgﬁ and perfect swimming, Highlighes
include dramaric hikes up adjoining bluffs and side canyons, barhing in namral hot springs, and
Southwestern cuisine. Campsites reflect the diversity of the landscape; each one is difterent — seemingly
more beauriful than the last. Although tents are provided, many juse simply choose to sleep under the stars.
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$1450 - 1800 p.p.

Famiy & Grour RATES AVAILABLE
See following pages for specific logistical details
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ITINERARY & LOGISTICS
2010

DaTEs & LOGISTICS:

Participants should plan on arriving in ODEsSA, TEXAS (fly 1o Midland/Odessa Airport) anytime during
the day or evening PRIOR to the published starting dare; (g 3/74) Please bear in mind thar in the evenr
luggage is lost or delayed, we have very licde leeway on the following morning, Thus, as always, we recom-
mend that you try to carry-on as much critical clothing and gear as allowed, and, it possible, not to ke
the very last flight of the day into Midland.

i : {The drive to the river is
approximarely 3-6 hours through the heart of the West Texas odl and ranch country.

-

Alernately participants with their own rransportation can arrange to meet the morning of deparrure in
either Terilingia, TX or ar the headquarrers for Big Bend Naoonal Park.

Prior to departure we will do a final bricfing, review personal gear, distribure packs, erc., and rake care of
any last minute preparations,

Six nights will be spent on river; you will be arriving back in Odessa or Terlingua early in the evening on
the published ending dare in nme for a late dinner, Thus, arrange for 2 morning fight our on the day
AFTER rthe published ending dare; We provide meals starting with lunch upon reaching the river, and
ending lunch the last day on river,

AIRLINE RESERVATIONS:
Northern Logistics operates in conjuncrion with a wravel agency and we can assist you in obraining the

maost economical fares available, We strongly recommend thar you try o in Midland/Odessa on a morning
or afternoon flight - in case of luggage delays., Please conract us for more informarion.
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BALAMCE OF PAYMENT:

Trip balances are due in our Maine office three weeks prior to the trip start date,

Forms & INSURAMNCE!

Linless already submirrted, a trip form is enclosed. KivDLY FILE OUT ALL THE FORMS PROVIDED AND RETURN THEM AS
soon AS possigLE This will enable our guide o prepare for your mp properly,

Also enclosed is an optional rravel insurance application - should yvou desire short term oraveler’s insurance for yourself
and your baggage, Baggage is carried entirely ar owner’s risk. Trip cancellation insurance will also cover your losses on
nen-refundable air and land costs on trips cancelled due ro illness or logistical changes due o narural condirions, erc..

INCLUDED: 7 Days & & nights on river, with all meals, equipment, & the service of a minimum ot two professional
sunrise guides (add. guides ar a partcipant/guide ratio of approx. 3:1.}0 Plus all park/river corridor fees, permir and
access foes, & raxes. Shurtle from Odessa, Texas toffrom the river, Personal packs and tenes (if you opt not to bring
yOour owny,

NoT IncLuneD: Hotel accommaodations off river in Odessa, TX (see above), transfer trom airpaort to hotel, meals oft
river, personal liquor & beverages, gramuiries.

PackING COMNSIDERATIONS:

Essentially, one should be prepared tor a desert climate. Dayrime
temperatures usually range froom the sixties to the nineties: nighﬁ srart
of t warm, with g br:;dual ::nnllng rovwards the g;lrl}-' nmrnmg hisurs,
pu,,rhap-. a5 low as the fortics on the March trips. Sun protection is a
very impartant consideration,

Specifically recommended for clu:u[hinlg._ winild be Iilg_hm'uight, lise,
Inng-ﬁlmw:d shires and pants, rwo sets, :Lh:unlg__ with h:u:hing snits, shorts,
and T-shirts (jeans make very poor niver panes), A Iighmu:igh[ jack-
erfanorak, and sweater/pile is recommended for evening; the
jacker/anorak should also aftord some protection trom possible sand and wind condirions, Typically, there is lirele rain;
although raingear would be considered advisable. Sneakers are perfecr for river use, and a slightly more substantial pair
of I|E_hw.-'q.|1_lhr boors or shoes would are necessary for |'||k||11_I and camp. Sandals, while a comforrable campsite option,
are ahsolutely MOT recommended as river shoes, One ar two proecrive hats or caps is a musr, as well as sunran lorions
and creams of personal choice,

sunglasses, even if you don't normally wear them, are scrongly advised. Lighe corron gloves are recommended for those
who bum or blister casily,  As regards sleeping bags, a lighoweight “three scason” synrhetic is sufficient, with a
pad/marrress, ground cloth, ere. We ask that you bring spare prescription glasses/sunglasses, and a dual supply of any
necessary medications (to be kept in someone else's pack in another canoe), Participants should alsa have ar lease one
knite on their person. Ideally, a ]arg:: :iil1gh;-h|:|,dq:d knife on the belt or life vest for safery purposes, and a muldi-bladed
ool type (Swiss Army or Leatherman} tor urilicarian purposes. A complere packing list will be provided on registration.

As with all our trips, we will provide you with the proper river packs, rents, and FEDL'S {life jackerg/vests), although
you may provide your own gear, if suitable. We also have waterproof containers available for cameras, binaculars, and
miscellancous small gear.(Again, please vemenber to send back your trip forms, which bave an attached gear needs lisel)

Lastly, we do serve wine {and, occasionally, M arbarlrﬂ,i} with the evening meal; you are welcome to bring your own
supply of beer, liquor, soft drinks, etc. We do carry an ice supply, and are capable of providing a limited amount of
retrigerared space daily for personal use,

feane)
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DRINKING WATER:

The Rio Grande itself is not potable. We bring drinking warer with us, which is resupplied from the pure hot
springs found periodically along the river banks. Although canteens and small water bottles are handy for hiking,
and cCarrying, we will also provide you with personal gu”im Jugs of water which can also be replenished I|1Tm:|':;||-
out the trip.

I.I :-I II[ 1. -:

Basically for catfish - big ones. The Rio Grane is not exactly a flyfishing river - - any tackle is suitable, although
line should be a minimum of ten pound west. Drop lines, bobbers, and bai is the popular local method.

Mo hirearins are FlL'FIIIil[\'..‘I’.‘I as the Rio Grande 15 a F-;:d-;:u”:.-‘ managed waterway.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

We check in historic Stillwell's Crossing, near the entrance to Big Bend Mational Park (Although our section of
the river does not Fall within the Park boundaries, the waterway itsell, for which we are licensed, is administered
by the Mational Park Service.) The store there has a selection of books, pamphlets, and maps on the Rio Grande
and surrounding Big Bend Country. IF available, we especially recommend that you obtain the #3 River Guide
to the Rio Grande ,published by the Big Bend Natural History Association. Another excellent general source is
the Big Bend Handbook put our by the National Park Service.

'['1.1;:|1|||'{.'1||}f. wie o NOL Cross 10 No Passporss are necessary,;however a passport, or al least sorme form of phnm
identification would be advisable.
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